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20                        CHARLES MACKLIN.
Belvidera in Venice Preserved, Harlequin in the entertain-ment, sung three humorous songs between the acts, and indulged the audience with an Irish jig between the play and the entertainment."
These talents soon made him famous in Bristol, Wales, and the surrounding country. From 1725 to 1730 he must have been continually adding to his renown in those districts, and taking possession of all the leading parts. He was already a "star," but he shone in a lonely and obscure corner of the world. Then, as now, an actor's ambition made him careless of the applause of country localities, except in so far as it paved the way to the metropolis, where alone glory and gold were to be won.
The history of his first essays on the London boards is involved in obscurity. He may have appeared as early as 1725 at Lincoln's Inn Fields, in the part of Alcander in Dryden and Lee's (Edipus. Again in Sep-tember, 1730, he is said to have acted Sir Charles Free-rnan in The Beauot Stratagem, at Lee and Harper's great booth in the Bowling Green, South wark. This was a noted place for theatrical entertainments situated behind the Marshalsea. During the annual fair time, which lasted about a fortnight in September, continuous per-formances were held there. Victor remembers Boheme, the actor, making his first appearance there in the part of Menelaus, "in the best droll I ever saw, called The Siege of Troy."
" Harper and Lee their Trojan horse display, Troy's burnt, and Paris killed, nine times a day."
Nine performances a day do not suggest a high class of drama, but no doubt the actors were glad of any engagement that brought them within the neighbourhood
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